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J 529 July 5,1801 

CANADA. 

Report from Quebec — Immigrant inspection service. 

Quebec, Canada, June 22, 1901. 
Sis : I have the honor to report that for the week ended June 22 
there were inspected 609 immigrants ; passed, 603 ; cause of detention, 
deaf mute, 1 ; gonorrhea, 1 ; partial opacity of both cornea, 1 ; preg- 
nancy, 1 ; trachoma, L ; weak mind, 1. 

Eespectfully, Victor G. Heisee, 

Assistant Burgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 
The Suegeon-Genebal, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CHINA. 

Report from Amoy — Plague again becomes epidemic — The disinfection plant 

at Amoy. 

Washington, D. C, June 24, 1901. 
Sir: Eeferring to the Department's letter of the 1st ultimo, in which 
was inclosed, for the information of the Surgeon-General of the Marine- 
Hospital Service, copy of a telegram dated April 30 last, from the 
consul at Amoy, China, reporting an outbreak of plague in that city, 
I have now the honor to inclose herewith copy of dispatch No. 101, dated 
May 14 last, from Mr. Johnson, confirming his telegram and reporting 
further in the matter. 

Eespectfully, David J. Hill, 

Acting Secretary. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

[Inolosure.l 

Amoy, China, May 14, 1901. 

Sir: On April 30, 1 cabled you as follows : " Hay, Washington : Plague— Johnson, " 
which I have the honor to confirm. The appearance of bubonic plague in epidemic 
form at this port is two weeks earlier than last year. This was probably due to the early 
warm rains following upon a long dry winter. 

As soon as it appeared in epidemic form I refused to permit Chinese steerage passen- 
gers to depart for Manila, and reported the existence of plague to the Marine-Hospital 
Service at Manila, in order that due precautions might be taken to prevent its introduc- 
tion through the first-cabin Chinese passengers, who either go direct from here or via 
Hongkong. 

Owing to the supposed existence of plague and smallpox in all thtse Chinese cities 
and villages, I notified the ships' agents last fall that they would have to take steps to 
•disinfect all effects of steerage passengers and that the passengers themselves should be 
required to take a bath under the direction of the consular surgeon. 

The disinfecting plant was installed in March and hereafter the requirements of the 
law in that respect will be enforced. I herewith inclose a copy of the report of the con- 
sular surgeon as to the establishment of this plant and its operation. 

The spread of plague during the past ten days has been rapid and the fatalities most 
appalling. It is impossible to give approximately accurate data, as no statistics are kept 
by the officials and no amount of inquiry can result in accurate figures. It is my 
opinion, based upon the most reliable data from native sources, that during the week 
just closed there were as many as 100 deaths per day in Amoy and its suburbs. The 
same condition of affairs exists in surrounding cities within 30 miles of Amoy. 

As soon as the rainy season closes and hot dry weather sets in the epidemic rapidly 
dies out. Yet it is true that some cases occur throughout the entire year. No European 
at Amoy ever contracted the disease. 

Eespectfully, A. BURLINGAME JOHNSON, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary or State. 
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[Inclosure No. 2.] 
The disinfection plant at Amoy. 

Amoy, China, March $8, 1901. 

Sie : I inclose a plan of our disinfecting plant, which is now in working order, the 
passengers of the Yuensang being the first to be disinfected. 

The formol generator is the Kny Scheerer No. 2, which is capable of furnishing a 2 
per cent volume of gas for an apartment containing 20,000 cubic feet. 

Our disinfecting chamber is 20 feet long, 10 feet wide, and 8 feet high, making its 
capacity 1,600 cubic feet. It is lined with Portland cement throughout, including the 
ceiling and floor. The door at each end has flanged edges covered with felt, so that the 
chamber is practically air-tight. 

As the generator will, in a chamber of this size, give 12 times the required volume 
of formol, I think the disinfection will be very thorough. 

I require all the passengers' luggage to be Drought to the godown and labeled before 
taken on board. Such things as boxes containing eatables, fruits for consumption on 
the voyage, and other things which it is not practicable to fumigate I label ' ' inspected. ' ' 

All other articles, with their containers, are spread out in the chamber and exposed to 
the action ol the gas during the night preceding sailing, labeled ''disinfected," and 
taken to the steamer. 

The passengers come early on the morning of the day of sailing, leave their clothing 
in the undressing room (each is furnished with a suit of clothing belonging to the plant) 
and go away for a few hours. The clothing they have left is hung in the chamber and 
exposed to the gas for six hours. 

When the six hours have nearly expired the passengers again go to the undressing 
room, leave the clothing belonging to us, and enter the bathroom naked. After bathing 
they pass through into the dressing room, where they receive their own clothing. I 
shall inspect them when leaving their body clothing in the morning, again after the 
bath, before they have dressed, and a third time on board to prevent substitution. 

The females — fortunately there are only a few of them — will be looked after by an 
American-educated Chinese woman who has been studying medicine for several years. 

I have decided to guard against nondisinfected passengers embarking by stamping on 
the card given to each one by the shipping firm, showing the letter and number of 
his position on the immigrant manifest, and the word "disinfected" at the time he 
leaves his body clothing and stamping the same card with our date stamp at the time 
he is bathed. 

I shall be pleased to hear any suggestions you may have to make. 

Respectfully, Carl Johnson, 

Hon. A. B. Johnson, United States Consul. Consular Surgeon. 

Report from Hongkong. 

Hongkong, China, May 21, 1901. 

Sie : I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of inspection 
work at this station lor the week ended May 18, 1901. I also transmit 
herewith an abstract of mortality statistics for the month of April, 
1901. Seven steamers were inspected during the week, 732 individuals 
were bathed, and 1,046 pieces of baggage were disinfected by steam. 
There were 12 rejections during the week, 1 because of severe trachoma, 
9 because of fever, and 2 because of fever with enlarged femoral 
glands. One hundred and twenty-two cases of plague and 113 deaths 
were reported during the week, a slight decrease compared with the 
week ended May 11, 1901. The epidemic began earlier this year than 
last, and the number of cases reported thus far this year has been 
greatly in excess of the number reported for the same period last year. 

Since my last report, 5 Europeans have been attacked by the disease. 
Among this number were the acting Spanish consul and wife, a clerk 
of the naval yard and wife, and a storekeeper of the naval yard. Of 
this number, 2 ended tatally and 3 are still in the hospital. Two cases 
of enteric fever were also reported during the week and 2 deaths. 
No smallpox was reported, which indicates that the epidemic is prac- 
tically at an end, although there may still be some cases which escape 
the sanitary authorities. 



